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Additisaal Pre-Drall pEB-REIK Comment:
Interstate 485 ROV Lane Over the Sepulveda Pass (1-10 to 1/5-101)

Devar Mr Rosinskrn

The Santa Momea Mountaims Conservancy sent aletter dated May 3, 2006 tavour attenition
regarding the above-referenced Caltrans project 1 the Sepaiveda Pass. This letier
sdddresses wddimienal msues of copeemn to this ageney '

Berigs the proposed aew Getty Center Dinve northbond om taime asd the Skarbadl Center
Doy e Bendoe roconstruction profoct woitld requre the pormiment loss of Conservaney-
cned parhioned and permanent mdireet impacts o adpoon! parkiand. As stated by
abtimn Sl some of these impacts wil] be addressed i g Faederal Seenon 4} jovaluation
arocess Inagdimion, the Dran Environmental Impact Statement and Dratt Envireamen
tmpaat Ropaart 16kfs-DE R will analyre these impacts

Phe faf 5500 siould also address the process and bming v hich Caltrans would :t:_m_mpﬁk‘
toarer contind ot the sebyect lund aow held the Sants Monca Mountmns Conservancy -States.
aF Calitormise 4

Cretty View Urailhead and Proposed North-bound On-ramp

W recommend that the alternatives section in the DEIS-DEIR include projects in which:
Comservamey Lund iy not avatlable for the proposed sorthboend Getty Ceniter Drie
ramp locksd north of Sepulveda Boulevard,  That recommendation i partiaily deve
the oblizatons of the Conservancy and the Mountains Recreation and Conse
\atitonty i RO A B both the State and the Los Anveles County Regionsi Pagk am
Spawe Dhistrict o mantan the Genty View Trarthead in that locanon. That
progeet was tunded both by an FEMP grant administered by Caltrans and by Proposith
funds admpmsiered by the Los Angeles County Regional Purk and Open Space:
Ihe M A would be obligated to reimburse the Open Space Distnict it the imp
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are removed. The proposed on ramp would obliterte the rraithiead parking lotand more
rhan half of the improved area. The DEIS-DEIR shoukd thoreughly address the constrants
and ppportumbies of moviny this unigue recreational facihiy o the sputheast

Justification for Enhanced Wildlife Crossing Structures and Capability

The proposed project will increase the wudth of the freeway a mimmum of twelve Joet
through all sections of the Sepulveda Pass where wildlife crossing is feasible. As 4 resuit,
the length of any existing wildlife crossing route will be longer. which s u detrument,
Lighting, nowse and other freeway related infrastructure wiil also produce 4 permanent
expandoed disturbance tooIprInt mio habitat all along the east sude 0f the fresway. In the
case of the Skirhall Center Bridee, vehicle traffic capacity. und undoubtediy traffic v sume.
will further substantiallv diminish wildife crossing capacity over that structure. o the case
of the Getty Center on-ramp, the propased project would add a major new construnt
habutat linkage that already requires a surface crossing of Sepulveda Boulevard amd . long
Jiagomal erossing under the treeway. The proposed project cumubatirely degrades both
husbatat Hinkuges.

The conune nssrate mutigaton for this potentially unavordable significant prpsad sl rosul
' equal ar borter, permanent wildhife movement cupueity acress the 3% Frevway i the

Lt

< enra Momes Motmtans and - svsiem that will eodurs ture Sralb sstamimproy

sl with nowabls tobuffor eather Streei o reeway traftie

The preopuised Dive -fout-wil i
wora on the Skirhal! Conter Bridge does nothing to compensate o7 the above dowrnbed

ot ot pregect-idineed adverse mpacts,

sar Mav b 2000 letter calls tor a ten-toot-wide conbination sklewalk ami wipdhbe cromsing
sravel path with butter walls and entry tares becauss that 15 the minimum combanation of
pnprovements that can comsistently delver an adequate mumher of widlbife crossings
weentding to o semor diofogist. These recommended speaiicatiom must fake mito
Tt fnersased peputation density i the region and mereased wavel volames over the
sepufveda Puss over the next 100 vears. Both will contmually crode wildhite crossing
actential over time. Henee, 1 solution today must designed to deliver an adeguate lex elol
sugetion for decades o justily the public expense

N emprrieal study hus meisured the inereased wildlife movemznt poten tial o i tom versus
(v e tout-wide, teaffic lanc-adjacent side walk seross ane of the most husy [reewas mthe
world. - The professional judgement of biologists must be emploved to determine the svale
wnd confiparation of ¢ crossing structure that wil mamtain adeyuate wilditle crosing
sapabiiity over tme. It may he that an eightfoot-sde Skirbull Center Hridee travel path

with reduced putfer walls and entrv flares may mantun 4 bobest population <ast of the
Freeway for M vears 1 no further tramsportation Gacilities are constructed m the Sepuiveda




M. Ron Kosinsk

Interstute H15 HOV Lane Pre-DEIS- pEIR Comments
May 22, 2o

Puge °

Pass, However. that reduct ion in the Conservancy s proposced dimensions and copfiguration
muy prohibit adequate deer movement. We urge Caltrans o design this bridge with
adequate wildhite crossing capability rather than o took towards the lack of site speuitic
smpincal duta to support a design with a minimum, to ncar nothing added. as far as
mtigation wegh!

Ihe range of other svidence, combined with the public resources at stake, frame 4 pcture
that militates the importance of the Conservancy's requested mitigation. Fuor example.
Rath (H&1) documents the pressure of u broad range of wildhife spedies o crOss the
freoway at the Sepuiveda Bemlevard, Bet Aur Crest, Skirball Conter and Muihothwwd Dinve
{roewas crossing Structures. A resurgencs af bubeat seghtings wnd numerous mountan hon
sightings cast of the 03 Freeway in the last five vears further situminite both the value ol
calpditn of mnantannng such crossing STUCtures.

SpoctesiTisings ik ot necessanly need to be frequent o mamtan sopulations o the was
e of the freewry Moststudies of wildlifz crossing freeways have short sample perods
with o low probabaliey of captunng the number of animal travel events neressany o
prnlun minimun populaton viahilities. A good example wis the rocent Caltrans
spomsored study slong tie {18 Freewny  Noong is sure which of (e eXising crossings ar
atng the movement of each apecizs. Noone is sure ot future Jand sees mither

brosl d

Plowsever, s surs that the praposat progect will result 1 a4 potentil unavoniabie

qempean impact to wikdhife movemant 3eross the 175 Freeway and as far st as i
Bk, Beoause the Skirball Center Dirve bridge 1s the shortest crossing distanee that docs
st peiy on the opennsss of any prvale fund {Bel Air Cresty does not mctude any
apdormeasgy KRown Lo timnidate deer, and offers the only oppoTiuay o prowvide o hugh
sy dedicated sate travel math for wildlife, s mitigation potentiad should be maxymzed
werthiy o R

adtrans staff hos prosented ess resstance fo ouf Qaff about 1 potential lugh quabty
wildlifs oroasng uinder the propuset Getty Center Drive on-ramp through bath ihe

Cpatheed parking area and @ uRiGUe sVCamore riparian commuaity that 1 a sy vestige ut
the former Sepubvedas Canvon ripartin ccosystem. Assumng our staffs Dbl wpet w
secomwlsted oo both the Caltrans preferred project and its OES-DEIR alternaisans, we
foamdations of a reasenable crossing systetd tus site will he prosented
; Sonethekess. 1t cannot adeguately mitigate the dimtnerion of ~iidhte
crosalng abadity where Scpulveda Boulevand crosses undder the froeway This pravides
sdehitiu i pestiHCAtion to TREmLe the mitigation measures af the Skirhall € enter Dive

brafee.

Neither the physical oriological constrambs of the proposed project areanor the nroposed
wildhife crossing MulEgalion Moasures are simple or standard. We urge Caltmns o forge

s
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pew ground on tus imporiant project and o build in the sppropoate mutigation s diclisted
by seiefice as oppused standard construction regulations. As 4 sociely we got only one
shot at this imporiant puiure ity the evoluton of Southern Califorma. We look forward
10 4 ceramony dedicating a dedicated wildlifs travel lane across the 303 Froeway, o bridge
1o the future that sweeps aside all mstakes of the past.

We respectfully request that all future documentation be sent to the atiention of Paul
Edelman, Deputy Director of Natural Resources and Planning, at the above address and
thest guestions be directed o his attention at (3 $90.3200 ext. 128 We abw regaest fiaal
virs fetter be moluded m the DEIS-URIR. '

Sinceraly.

O FLIZABETH A, THEADLE
{hairperson






